Lawra ﬁ@ oing x Mn&&o:f
2: The Word Womar

'
L
Definitions and

Generalizations

ik

“Woman” means, according to the Oxford English Dictionary, **an
adult female human being.” “Human™ means “of, belonging to, or
characteristic of man’; “of the nature of man, that is man, consist-
ing of man™; “a human being, a man.” It derives from the Latin
humanus, from home, “man”. “Man” means “a human beimng,
“the human race”; with the secondary meaning °

' LR

an adule male
person.” “Woman” derives from the Anglo-Saxon wifinann—a
non-male, female man. “Male” derives from the Latin mas, mean-
ing a male of any species—plants, animals, gods, etc. “Female™
derives from the French femelle (the termination being altered to
resemble “male™); which derives from the Latin feining, associated
with fecundus, ‘‘fertle.’” Mulier, the loose word in Latin for
“woman,”’ tended to be a term of contempt; like the Greek gunnis
it was frequently used to mean *a weakling™ (as homo was the
loose, somewhat contemptuous woerd for “man,” as to say, “you
anyone’’). The Greek guné seems to have been a word of the same
character as the Anglo-Saxon wif—a concrete term arbitrarily
identifying, without defining, a thing perceived along with many
other things: a convenience-name rather than a definition, as “cat”
is a convenience-name rather than a definition. And “wife’” has
remained such a mere name-word, not pretending to define; to say
“my wife” 13 equivalent to saving “my you-know-what-I-mean
thing.” The more dignified word in Anglo-Saxon for “wife” was

pén; cawene seems to have been merely a more emphatic word for
“woman’’; we have from these the distinguishing “queen’ as well
as the disparaging “quean.”” Cwén and cwene are associated with the
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